[image: image1.jpg]et aRy



WOMEN’S PREMIER LEAGUE

2009 MATCH DAY REQUIREMENTS


1. MATCH OFFICIALS

a. Referees

i. As per the League Agreement, USA Rugby is providing National Panel or National Focus Group referees for all WPL matches.

ii. WPL clubs remain responsible for securing qualified referees for all non-League and B-side matches

b. Assistant Referees (ARs)

i. In keeping with holding all aspects of WPL matches to the highest standard possible, the League preference is to have certified ARs at every match.

ii. In support of that goal, USA Rugby’s Referee Department has requested that local referee societies provide ARs to all WPL matches.  Some local societies are able to do this free of charge, some can provide ARs at no cost but may not have availability and some are able to provide ARs only for a fee.

iii. As this situation has developed in the last several weeks, the GC has decided the following:  WPL clubs whose local referee societies are unable to provide ARs at no cost can either choose to pay for ARs or provide touch judges themselves.  Either option is acceptable.  Ideally, if the club chooses to provide touch judges, they would seek to provide certified touch judges, but that is not requirement.

iv. Any clubs that choose to pay for ARs should track those expenses and submit them to the GC at the end of the season.  At the least, it’s useful data for planning for 2010; at the most, some or all of the expense may be reimbursed if budget remains in the League account after paying all referee expenses.

v. This issue needs to be discussed at the Year-End Meeting, in order to provide a more equitable and balanced policy for next year

c. Number 4s

i. As above, in keeping with the WPL’s goal of setting League standards to the highest level possible, USA Rugby’s Referee Department has recommended that Home teams provide a person to act as a #4 official at each match and the GC fully endorses that request.

ii. The duties of a #4 official are straightforward and do not require any special training; reading the instructions provided below will suffice.

iii. The #4 provided by the home team would ideally not be a reserve player or a coach and would be able to do only that job for the entirety of the match.

2. PAPERWORK

a. Home teams are responsible for:

i. Providing their 22 person roster to the Visiting team prior to the match.  Please use the official WPL Match Roster form (Appendix II).

ii. Providing a person to act as a Number 4 for each WPL match.  Instructions are attached below as Appendix III.

iii. Providing and filling out WPL Match Forms: WPL Control Sheet (Appendix IV) and WPL Running Score Form (Appendix V)

iv. Providing WPL Sub Cards to both teams (8 to each team).  The form is attached below as Appendix VI.

v. Ensuring that the official match forms are signed by both teams and by the ref and giving a copy of the filled out and signed match forms to the Away team.  

vi. Faxing the official match forms to USA Rugby (see Appendix I).

vii. Keeping all original documents in case of later discrepancies.

b. Away teams are responsible for:

i. Providing their 22 person roster to the Home team prior to the match.  Please use the official WPL Match Roster form (Appendix II).

ii. Ensuring that a team representative verifies and signs the official match forms at the end of the game.

3. League Match Video and Reporting Protocol

a. As per the League Agreement, Home teams are responsible for filming the WPL match and for following the match reporting protocol.  

b. Please see Appendix I for the Match Video and Reporting Protocol document.

4. Hosting Protocol

a. The home team is required to make every effort to find free housing and ground transportation for the travel team and the travel team’s B-side. Ground transportation includes to and from the airport, the pitch, and the housing. 

b. The housing should comply with the following standards

i. The housing should be a reasonable distance from the pitch

ii. Each person should have a bed

iii. If there are pets in the home, the guest should be consulted before agreeing to be housed there

iv. Appropriate breakfast shall either be provided or easily accessible for purchase

c. Water shall be supplied to traveling team.

d. The home team shall provide food and drinks to traveling team immediately following the end of all games the traveling side is playing.

APPENDIX I:  WPL MATCH VIDEO & REPORTING PROTOCOL

This document is intended to provide protocols and standards by which all WPL matches will be filmed and shared and all match scores and rosters reported.  The purpose of providing protocols and standards is to ensure a basic level of video quality and accessibility that enables coaches, athletes and referees to assess performance of the athletes, the teams and the referees.  Video analysis is a key tool for promoting improvement and as one of the major goals of the League is to raise the level of play of women’s rugby in the U.S., the ability to analyze video of WPL matches is critical.  It is in the collective interest of the League, therefore, for all teams to honor their commitment to following these protocols and standards and to providing timely and quality match video of every WPL league match.  

The language in the League Agreement stipulates that DVDs be sent to USA Rugby for copy and distribution to all teams.  We have now moved on to the option of uploading WPL match video to a website, which will allow faster and better access (no shipping of DVDs back and forth) to all teams.

Finally, as per the League Agreement, it is important that official records of scores and rosters be kept.  The reporting protocols are detailed below.

1. Match Filming Protocol 

a. Each WPL team should designate a person responsible for managing the match filming and video-sharing protocol for the entire League season, thus ensuring consistency of process and appropriate quality of match film.

b. The home team is responsible for filming each League match and following the video sharing protocol.

2. Match Filming Standards

a. Ideally, the match will be filmed using a digital camera, to enable faster and higher quality uploading to the video sharing site.  If a digital camera is not available, the video will have to be digitized using iMovie or other such software in order to enable uploading to the website.

b. Match must be filmed using a tripod or other similar means of providing a stable base for the camera.

c. Match must be filmed from a vantage point higher than the ground level, minimum 10 feet above the ground, to enable a clear view of the action.  Ladders, car roofs, permanent or temporary scaffolding are all good options.  

d. Match must be filmed from a central point, ideally near the 50 meter line.

e. The person filming the match must have some familiarity and experience with operating the camera and ideally with filming rugby matches.

3. Match Video Sharing Protocol

a. The WPL Governing council will set up a Vimeo account that will enable each team to upload and access all League videos.  The minimal cost associated with this account will come out of League funds.

b. The home team is responsible for uploading the League match video to the WPL’s Vimeo account by end of business the day following the match (Monday).

APPENDIX I:  WPL MATCH VIDEO & REPORTING PROTOCOL, CONTINUED
4. Match Video Sharing Standards/Instructions

a. Below are links to three online documents (created for the WPL by Wendy Young of YourScrumhalfConnection) that cover some technical instructions for uploading match video to Vimeo

b. Uploading Videos to Vimeo:      mailto:http://docs.google.com/View%3Fid=ddr6mfcp_13dwg7p3hh
c. Vimeo Compression Recommended Settings:       mailto:http://docs.google.com/View%3Fid=ddr6mfcp_32ggtn9jd6
d. iMovie recommended settings for Vimeo (import/export): http://docs.google.com/View?id=ddr6mfcp_30grjb4gcp
5. Match Score Reporting Protocol

a. The home team must fill out the official WPL match report documents and have a representative from each team and the referee sign the forms at the conclusion of the match, verifying the rosters and the score.  The match documents include:

i. WPL Match Roster Form (Appendix II)

ii. WPL Control Sheet (Appendix IV)

iii. WPL Running Score Form (Appendix V)
b. The home team must fax the completed and signed WPL Match Report to USA Rugby, Attn: Yvonne Parkhurst, at 303-539-0311.

c. The home team must retain the original documents, in case of future discrepancies.

d. The home team is responsible for reporting the final match score to USA Rugby Live Scoreboard (Mobile Score) within 2 hours of the end of the match.  Home teams are encouraged to send updates to the site during the match.  Instructions will be posted on the WPL website.

e. All teams are encouraged to send reports during and after the match to Wendy Young of YourScrumhalfconnection blog, who will post them on her site as well.

APPENDIX II:  WPL MATCH ROSTER

Match Date & Time:  ________________   
Match Location: ________________

Team:  ___________________________
Select:  Home/Away Team

	
	Name
	CIPP #
	Front Row Capable

	1.
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	

	7.
	
	
	

	8.
	
	
	

	9.
	
	
	

	10.
	
	
	

	11.
	
	
	

	12.
	
	
	

	13.
	
	
	

	14.
	
	
	

	15.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	16.
	
	
	

	17.
	
	
	

	18.
	
	
	

	19.
	
	
	

	20.
	
	
	

	21.
	
	
	

	22.
	
	
	


Certified by Team Representative:

Name: _________________________________
Date: ________________

Title:  __________________________________


APPENDIX III:  WPL 4TH OFFICAL INSTRUCTIONS

OBJECTIVE

To ensure the effective substitution of players in accordance with the Laws of the Game and IRB protocols. 

ACTIVITIES

· Provides the team managers/coaches with the match substitution cards. Receives substitution/replacement cards from team manager/coach and records on player movement form (4th Official Control Sheet). 

· Ensures that the substitutions occur as quickly as possible in accordance with Law.

· Delivers Subs and Replacements to TJ for insert. If radio available, communicate departing player number to referee.

· Ensures that temporarily suspended players go to the appropriate location.

· Keeps the time for temporarily suspended players ensuring that the timing is accurate.

· Records running scores and times on Running Score Form

APPENDIX IV:  WPL 4TH CONTROL SHEET

See separate document:  WPL 4th Official Control Sheet.doc
APPENDIX  V:   2009 Running Score Form

Home



   vs. 
 Visitor 


    Date: 


	TIME
	TEAM
	TYPE
	PLAYER
	SCORE (H-V)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


SCORE TYPES: T=Try (5 pts.); PT= Penalty Try (5 pts.); C= Conversion (2 pts.); PK= Penalty Kick (3 pts.); DG= Drop Goal (3 pts.)

Verified by (Name, Signature, Title, Date):  

Home Team:  _______________________________________________________________

Visiting Team:  _____________________________________________________________

Referee:  ___________________________________________________________________

[image: image2.jpg]USA



APPENDIX VI:  WPL SUBSTITUTION CARD

WOMEN’S PREMIER LEAGUE





Reason:





Player Substitution Card





Player On





Player Off





Signature of Team Official:__________________





Time: __________





Sin Bin





Blood





Injury





Tactical
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Reason:





Player Substitution Card





Player On





Player Off





Signature of Team Official:__________________





Time: __________





Sin Bin





Blood





Injury





Tactical
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Reason:





Player Substitution Card





Player On





Player Off





Signature of Team Official:__________________





Time: __________





Sin Bin





Blood





Injury





Tactical
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Reason:





Player Substitution Card





Player On





Player Off





Signature of Team Official:__________________





Time: __________





Sin Bin





Blood





Injury





Tactical








